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MR. MURAD: Today's date is January 17, 


2002. The time is 0700 hours. My name is Murray 


Murad of the Fire Department of the City of New 


York. I'm conducting an interview with the 


following individual. 


Q. Please state your name? 

A. KEVIN BARRETT, shield number 1465. 

QO. Your rank? 

A EMT 

Q. What is your assigned command? 

A. Battalion 49. 

Q. Okay. The location of the interview is being 
conducted at Battalion 49, Astoria. This is regarding 


the events of September 11, 2001. Can you just give us 


what happened that day in your own words? 
A. Sure. Came into work, you know. It was a 


typical day, so it was my wife's birthday. I was going 


to, you know, I was talking to my partner, deciding 
what I was going to do for her. Take her out to dinner 
and stuff like that. Did our little routine, got 


breakfast, reading the papers and approximately about 


9:15, we were told to go to the 59 Street Bridge and 


stand by and wait for further instructions. 


We were told to switch to Citywide and upon 
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listening to Citywide, they came over and confirmed a 
1040 at the World Trade Center. 1040 is an airplane 


crash. We were sitting there waiting for instructions, 


sitting there with Lieutenant Scaringello and other 


units that were told to stand by the bridge and 


approximately about 9:20, 9:25, we were told to respond 


in to the World Trade Center and stand by at Vesey and 


West Street. 
Upon hearing that we responded in. We 


followed another unit and we followed ESU truck 4 


straight down into Manhattan to the World Trade 
Center. 

Upon listening to Citywide we were told, 
being we were a HAZMAT unit, we were told to go to a 
different location. So upon arriving at the area, we 


told the Lieutenant, who was directing everybody, said 


we are a HAZMAT unit. He told us to make a right and 


to be honest with you, I don't remember what the street 


name was, even looking at the map, it was just so -- I 


was getting into what we had to do, my assignment. 


So we get there. I saw Captain Janice 
Olszewski. I told her we are a HAZMAT unit, you know. 
We are here, 49 Henry, and she said okay, you stand by 


with me. Have your partner get your truck ready and we 
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will use your ambulance as a supply truck if we need 
anything. 

Upon coming down, everything was going good, 
people being brought down to us, being triaged. I was 


working with the Captain, Lieutenant Bruce Medjek, and 


was trying to organize everything a little bit better. 


I ended up talking to Paramedic Carlos Lillo. He kept 


asking me where is my wife, have you seen my wife. 


Have you seen my wife. I said Carlos, don't worry, she 
is going to be okay. She is around. We will find 
her. Concentrate on doing what you got to do, do what 


we are here for. 
Upon that, a lot of civilians were coming and 


trying to answer their questions and the cops asked me 


do you have any fire line tape or anything that we can 


block the road off. I said yes, I have HAZMAT tape, so 


I got the HAZMAT tape out of my truck. I cordoned off 
the area. So the civilians, all the nosy people 
wouldn't come in and bother us so we could do our job. 


Approximately 9:50, we heard this loud 


noise. I looked up and it sounded like another 
airplane was coming in. That's what it sounded. It 
sounded like a larg ngine, like you're sitting on the 


seat on the wing of the plane. That's the best way I 
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can describe what it sounded like. 
We look up and we saw tower two coming down. 


We just all ran. I lost my partner. I lost everybody 


I was working with that day. Let me backtrack for a 
second. 

When we were putting up this HAZMAT tape, I 
turned around and I said to Carlos' partner, Paramedic 
Abril, I said where is Carlos. I mean -- by that time 
Carlos was gone. We don't know where he went, but we 


think he went in to look for his wife. We don't know. 


QO. Do you know what tower -- was both towers 
still up or did he run -- do you know what tower he was 
heading towards? 


A. No. Both towers were still up when we were 


Q. At what point did you actually lose Carlos? 
A. I would say maybe roughly about 9:45. 
Somewhere around there. Just Bobby and I just turned 


around and he was gone. It was just -- I remember 


Bobby telling me he gave me his pager, because he has 


an alpha numeric pager and he said I will call you and 


let you know where I am. We never heard from him 
again. 


Then like I said, when tower two was coming 
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down, we just all scattered and a young lady was 


getting trampled on. I picked up her up and I said 


come on, let's go. We only got up around the corner. 
She went one way, I went another way. The last thing I 
remember is it started getting, gray, gray. It turned 
pitch black and I get up, I turn around, like I 


couldn't move. I figured out I was underneath a car. 
I got up and I was just -- got out from 
underneath the car and I realized I was underneath a 


police car, praying how lucky I was. 


QO. That's when the south tower came down? 

A. That's when tower two came down. 

Q. Which is, you are referring to -- 

A. I guess the south tower. 

Q. Okay, because the north tower is still up, 
right? 

A. Right. 

QO. It was the south tower that came down. Okay, 
go ahead. 

A. Then I got out. I got out from underneath 
the car. Made sure I was okay. I didn't see any blood 
or anything like that on me. There was two gentlemen 


behind me. I wanted to make sure they were okay. They 


were okay. I said okay. 
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We walked into a store and we just, you know, 


got some water, cleaned out some of the stuff out of 


our throats, because we were all just coughing and 


gagging and all the stuff that we inhaled and 


ingested. I asked to make sure they were okay. They 
were. 


We walked into the store and I just started 


looking at people to make sure everybody was okay. All 
of a sudden, I hear my name called out and I end up 


hooking up with my partner again, which was another 


miracle in itself, because we just ran. Po 


I got into the store and we just -- I saw my 
partner and I was like you are okay. He was okay. He 
wasn't hurt either. Then we were going to go back 


out. We went back out to check to make sure we wer 


going to go back down to the area, make sure everybody 


was okay, see what we could do and that's when the 
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north tower started coming down. 
We ran again. By the time we ran, we just 
got -- I don't know where we were, what we were doing. 


We just kept running. After the north tower came down, 


we were able to find EMT Moussa Diaz, another one of 
our co-workers out of our station. The three of us 
just hugged each other. It was like a miracle that we 
all survived that. It was just something I will never 
ever forget as long as I live. I was unable to get in 


touch with my wife, let her know I was alive, get in 


touch with my parents, anybody. My cellphone was 


dead. Couldn't make calls out because the towers 
the lines were down. 

Finally at about say one o'clock my 
mother-n-law was able to get in touch with my 
cellphone. I told her call my wife, call my mom. Let 
her know I'm okay, I'm alive. I don't know what time 


I'm coming home at all. I was able to get in touch 


with my wife about 6:00 that night at my house to let 
her know I was okay, you know. 


It was just a beautiful day turned into a 


disaster. I felt like I was in a movie at first, when 
you see everything, you know, typical movie. You would 


see a movie and everything is like a storm anda 
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tornado and everything just turns gray and pitch black 


and I'm in the middle of 


it was a dream and then it 


this. It was like I thought 


t was reality. 


QO. All right. Is 


there anything else you would 


like to add to the interview? 


A. No. Just that I'm lucky to be here to talk 


about it. 


MR. MURAD: Okay. EMT Barrett, I would like 


to thank you for allowing us to give this 


interview. The time 


now is 709 hours. This 


concludes the interview. Thank you. 


